
Zechariah: Transforming King 
Central idea: We must not look to circumstances but our Savior for joy and peace. 
Zechariah 9:9-14 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
Changed circumstances will not bring us lasting joy and peace. They are only in Christ. When in your 
own life (or the lives of others) did you think changed circumstances would bring greater peace and 
joy and how did it work out? 

Zechariah is prophesying to a group of people who had dreams about what a return to the Promised 
Land would mean but none of their dreams had yet come to fruition. When have you experienced 
shattered dreams and how did those circumstances affect your level of joy and peace? If you feel 
like you have moved past those shattered dreams/expectations, how did you finally overcome them? 

Zechariah calls his listeners to rejoice (9:9). They are commanded to have joy even though their 
circumstances have not changed. The sermon defined joy as delighting in God and his good gifts. 
Do you find this definition helpful? If so, what are some reasons you can experience joy today? 

If we try to ground our joy in something other than God it will inevitably falter. What substitutes/idols 
do you often seek to find your joy in that end up not satisfying? 

Zechariah not only grounds our joy but also our peace in Christ. The English word "peace" in verse 
10 comes from the Hebrew word "shalom" which has to do with universal flourishing. The idea that 
everything within and outside of a person works together in harmony. What area of your life are you 
not experiencing this peace/flourishing in and what would peace look like if it showed up? 

True "shalom" will only come when Christ returns a second time. What would it look like to ground 
your peace in Christ's second coming? 

The sermon ended with the story of the prodigal son seeking to find joy in changed circumstances 
rather than intimacy with his father. How does his story speak to the futility of thinking that changed 
circumstances will solve all our problems? 

Look forward. 

What one step can you take this week to experience more of the joy or peace which Christ makes 
available to us?


