
Welcome to the Family 
Central idea: Spiritual brothers and sisters are to pursue family unity. 
1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 

● What did you like about the passage? 
● What did you find difficult about the passage? 
● What does this passage teach about people? 
● What does this passage teach about God? 

  
Additional questions to help you think through the passage: 

● Paul invested 18 months in Corinth, the second longest stay with any of the new 
churches he started.  What kind of emotional connection do you think he had with the 
people in this church? 

● In what ways does the statement of thanksgiving describe you in verses 4-9?  In what 
ways do you see this as a challenge in your own walk with God?  

● The church in Corinth had fragmented into four factions (verses 11-12).  From the 
sermon and your own understanding how might these four groups have differentiated 
themselves? 

● The sermon referred to several different “conflict styles” (from James Fairfield).  Which 
seems to be your most common response: 

1. To withdraw.  I tend to disengage from the problem or people involved. 
2. To win.  I have to admit that my drive for success can overwhelm and damage 

relationships. 
3. To yield.  I’m quick to give up and go along, even in matters of principle. 
4. To compromise.  I will give a little if I can win a little, even though the solution may not be 

wise.  
5. To resolve.  I genuinely try to work through differences with a balance of grace and truth.  
● What has been your own experience with conflict in a church or with a group of 

believers?  What one word describes your feelings at that time? 
● What are your thoughts and feelings about the following from Francis Schaeffer: 

○ The Christian really has a double task.  [We are] to practice both God’s holiness 
and God’s love. …  Not his holiness without his love: That is only harshness.  Not 
his love without his holiness: That is only compromise. 

● Which of the two—holiness or love—do you tend to favor?  What would help you better 
balance and practice both? 

● Paul is not distancing himself from baptism (verses 14-17).  Jesus commanded it 
(Matthew 28:19) and the early church practiced it (Acts 2:41).  What is your 
understanding of the meaning of baptism?  Have you been baptized after coming to faith 
in the Savior?  

Look forward. 



● List the steps found in Ephesians 4:29—5:2 that lead to unity among believers.  Which 
one do you need to commit to for this coming week? 

 


