
The Unlikely Prophet 
Central idea: We can know a great deal about God and yet not know him. 
Numbers 22:1-6, 21-35 
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does this passage teach about people?
• What does this passage teach about God?

 
Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:  

• King Balak twice sends envoys from the Plains of Moab to the Euphrates 
River (about 400 miles each way) to recruit the sorcerer Balaam (22:5, 
15).  What does this tell you about Balak’s fear?  Balaam’s international 
reputation?

• Do you see Balaam as a “captive agent,” loyal only to the God of Israel?  
Or an “independent agent,” brokering for any god and the highest bidder 
(see 24:1; 31:7-8 [Midian is an ally of Moab]; Revelation 2:14)? 

• Compare 22:12 and 22:19.  What does this say about Balaam’s 
character?

• What do you think God is teaching the opportunistic and spiritually blind 
Balaam through his donkey (see 22:32-35, 38; 2 Peter 2:16)?

• Who is the “star” (24:17) in Balaam’s fourth prophecy (see Revelation 
22:16; this also seems to be the verse behind Matthew 2:1-2)?

• In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus warns that the things we do—even 
things we do for God—may not mean that we know the Savior (Matthew 
7:21-23).  How do 1 John 3:23 and 5:11-13 help you understand the 
necessary response for salvation? 

• Paul writes: Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves (2 Corinthians 13:5).  What do you think this test involves?

 
Look forward.

• If you have doubts about your own salvation write down John 6:39-40 
and carry it with you in your billfold or tape it to your bathroom mirror. 


