
Spiritual Gifts
Central idea: The Holy Spirit gives every believer the necessary gift(s) to be fully 
engaged in building Jesus’ church.
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.
·        What did you like about the passage?
·        What did you find difficult about the passage?
·        What does this passage teach about people?
·        What does this passage teach about God?
 

Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:  
·        What is the mission of the church according to Matthew 28:19-20?  What do you 
think that mission involves?
·        In what way has the Holy Spirit equipped us to carry out his mission (vv. 7, 11)?
·        Look over the following suggestions for identifying your spiritual gift.  Which have 
you tried?  Which do you feel would be most helpful for you personally?

o Pray that God will reveal to you your gift(s).
o Be actively involved in various ministries of the local church, and note areas  

 of effectiveness.
o Consider where you experience the greatest fulfillment as you engage in  

 service.
o Explore a possible overlap between natural talents and the gifts of the Spirit.
o Listen carefully to the counsel of spiritual men and women who have   

 observed you serving.
o Ask yourself: “What do I feel is the greatest need in the church today?”

·        There is a progression in verses 4 through 6: A gift leads to service or ministry, 
and then to works or outcomes. Consider the chart below:

Gift: Teaching.
Ministry: Teaching the fourth and fifth grade Sunday school class.
Outcome: A child places her faith in Christ, and takes her first   

        steps as a believer.
Beginning with your gift, identify a possible ministry and potential outcome.

Gift:
Ministry:
Outcome:

·        Read together the following statement by Watchman Nee (a Chinese pastor who 
was executed during the Cultural Revolution).  Do you agree or disagree?



If today in a local assembly you have yet to manifest your function--and not because 
of the smallness of your function, but because your presence or absence in the 
church seems rather optional--then this is sufficient proof that neither outwardly do 
you live for the Lord, nor inwardly is your life delivered from self.
 
Look forward.
·        How could your gift(s) better serve the common good (v. 7) as we pursue Jesus’ 
mission for his body?


