
The Heart of the Gospel
Central idea: Jesus alone can rescue us from the hopelessness of sin.
Romans 3:9-31
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• When did you first sense your own sin and need for forgiveness?
• In the early chapters of Romans, Paul—like a prosecuting attorney—

has methodically developed his case that all humanity is sinful and 
guilty before God: bad people, nice people, religious people.  And yet it 
can be difficult to believe that there is much wrong with us?  Why is it 
so important for us to come to grips with our own fallenness?

• Verses 10-18 are a string of quotes from the Old Testament that 
demonstrate that every aspect of our being is contaminated by sin.  List 
five or six specific areas of life that have been affected (e.g., our 
understanding [v. 11]).  In which of these verses do you most see 
yourself?

• Several terms familiar to the Roman world are included in this section.  
In what way(s) do the terms below explain what Jesus accomplished 
through his death and resurrection:

◦ A legal term (from the Roman courts): justification (“to find not guilty”)
◦ A commercial term (from Roman slavery): redemption (“to buy and set 

free”)
◦ A religious term (wrongly used in Roman worship): propitiation 

(translated “a sacrifice of atonement” in our Bibles: “to turn away anger 
by satisfying the demands against sin”)

• What have you learned from the first three chapters of Romans about 
communicating our faith to unbelievers?

 
Look forward.

• End your time together by each person thanking God (in one or two sentence 
prayers) for the salvation we have in our Savior Jesus.


