
The Good News
Central idea: Because the gospel has the power to save and transform anyone who 
believes,
we must not be ashamed to share it with others.
Romans 1:1—17
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passages?
• What did you find difficult about the passages?
• What do the passages teach about people?
• What do the passages teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• Identify two or three reasons why we are obligated to share the gospel with 
unbelievers (v. 14). 

• Although Paul is “so eager to preach the gospel” to unbelievers (v. 15), we may 
not share his enthusiasm.  Look over the following list (and a corresponding 
objection below in italics).  Which is the greatest hurdle for you?  What step(s) 
could you take to overcome this issue?

1. I don’t have enough information.
Someone may ask a question I’m not prepared to answer.

2. I don’t have the necessary skills.
Those who do this should have the spiritual gift of evangelism.

3. I don’t believe that people are really lost.
At least I’m not sure—and anyway, it seems wrong to tell others what to believe.    

4. I am afraid of rejection.
I don’t want to lose the few friends I have.

• Whenever the gospel is shared there will be opposition. (John 15:20)  Jesus 
warned his disciples to not be ashamed of him (Mark 8:38; see also Paul’s 
warning to one of his associates in 2 Timothy 1:8).  Why should we not be 
ashamed of the gospel (v. 16)?  How do we overcome this fear?

• The gospel “is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes” (v. 16).  How have you seen this power unleashed in your own life?

• Paul ends this section quoting from Habakkuk 2:4: “The righteous will live by 
faith” (v. 17).  John Stott suggests this should be translated: “He who through 
faith is righteous will live.”  What do you think this statement means?

 
Look forward.

• Who has God placed in your life who needs to hear the gospel?  What is your 
next step?


