
The Church’s Great Need
Central idea: Love is essential if our acts of service are to last. 
1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does this passage teach about people?
• What does this passage teach about God?

 
A checklist to help you think through this passage:
_____Is patient.

Am I willing to set aside my schedule to respond to another?
_____Is kind.
Am I compassionate with those who are hurting/have needs?
_____Does not envy.

Do I measure myself against others and want what they have?
_____Does not boast. 

Do I put others down (trying to make myself look bigger)?
_____Is not proud?

Do I measure myself against others and feel superior?
_____Does not dishonor others.
Am I rude with the stranger?  Do I put people on the spot?
_____Is not self-seeking.

Do I use others for my own gain?
_____Is not easily angered.

Do I expect others to tip-toe around my feelings?
_____Keeps no record of wrongs.

Do I keep a mental record of offenses and insults—whether real or 
imagined?
_____Does not delight in evil.

Do I take satisfaction in another person’s failure or pain?
_____Rejoices with the truth.

Do I celebrate when someone I’m at odds with is exonerated?  Accepts the 
gospel?
_____Always protects.

Am I willing to cover over the sins or frailties of others (see 1 Peter 4:8)?
_____Always trusts.

Will I give the other person the benefit of the doubt?
_____Always hopes.

Am I slow to write someone off?
_____Always perseveres.

Even when rejected, will I continue to act in love?
 



Look forward.
• Is there someone within the church family that I harbor ill toward?  In what way 

could I demonstrate love to this person this week?


