
Spiritual Danger
Central idea: In a spiritually dangerous world, we must know the truth.
2 Peter 2:1-3, 17-20
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• The New Testament warns believers about both external (John 15:18-21) 
and internal (2 Peter 2:1; Jude v. 4) threats to the body.  Which do you 
see as the greater danger?  Why?

• Have you been drawn to, or a follower of, someone you later discovered 
was a false teacher?  How did you recognize the true nature of this 
person?

• The sermon identified eight characteristics of false teachers.  Assign one 
or two items from the list below to each member of your group.  Have 
each person scan chapter 2 to match at least one verse to the 
characteristic(s) he/she has been given.  After working through the list, is 
there anything that caught you by surprise?

1. Deceptive.
2. Dangerous.
3. Immoral.
4. Materialistic.
5. Dishonest.
6. Rebellious.
7. Arrogant.
8. Hypocritical.
• One of the best ways to protect ourselves from false teachers is to 

identify and evaluate an instructor’s core beliefs.  The sermon suggested 
three for careful consideration:

9. The reliability of the Bible.
10. The uniqueness of Jesus.
11. Salvation through faith alone.

What one or two truths should a biblically sound teacher affirm in each 
of the three above (for example, with the first, a sound teacher should say 
clearly: The Bible is without error)?

 
Look forward.



·                     How certain are you that you can identify false teachers and false 
teaching (see Matthew 24:24 for a reminder of our vulnerability)?  What step(s) 
could you take to feel more confident?   


