
Romans: Religious People and the Gospel 
Central idea: Religion can't do for us what only Jesus can. 
Romans 2:17-3:8 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
How comfortable do you feel in talking with people who are culturally Christian or from other religious 
traditions about Jesus? 

Paul begins his dialogue with those of Jewish faith by first pointing out what he can celebrate and 
appreciate about their religion. Think about the 'religious people' that God has placed in your life who are 
apart from Jesus. What points of agreement can you find with them? 

Paul then moves in verses 21-24 to describe where their religion is insufficient. How do you think you 
might be able to help the 'religious people' in your life to see the inadequacies of their religious systems? 

In Philippians 3:7-8, Paul points out that all religion outside of Jesus is a loss and "trash." What do you 
think he means by this and how can we help others to see this reality? 

Paul's test case to show the futility of religion is circumcision. Jewish men had been undergoing 
circumcision for nearly 2,000 years and yet it was never able to save them. What religious practices might 
we be able to dialogue with 'religious people' about that might point to the futility of their practices? 

After showing the futility of religion to save, Paul still points out that (especially in Jewish religion) there 
is still value, since it holds the very words of God. Jesus is all we need for salvation but we do need other 
things like (prayer, Scripture, the church etc.) to grow spiritually. How can we as followers of Jesus 
ensure that all we do is centered on Jesus and doesn't just become religious tradition or habits that are 
disconnected from him? 
  
Look forward. 

What 'religious' person in your life do you feel like God is calling you to share with? How can you begin 
a dialogue with them that allows you to share Jesus? 


