
We Are The Church: Purposeful Living 
Central idea: We are called to be disciples who make disciples. 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
God calls us to be people who live with purpose. Arguably the loudest voices in our culture tell us to 
look inside ourselves for our sense of purpose. How will making our purpose about us instead of 
God, leave us empty? 

How often do you think about your ultimate purpose of being a disciple who makes disciples? How 
would making this your overriding purpose transform your life? 

Paul's mission of making disciples in verses 19-23 means that he is willing to do anything short of 
sinning to "win" someone with the gospel. What could this principle look like in your life?  

Paul is willing to meet people where they are at with their interests, passions, and backgrounds but 
is always sharing the gospel. Do you have any relationships where you have yet to share Christ? 
How can you give yourself an opportunity to do that this week? 

What motivates Paul to serve and share with people is the beauty of the gospel. He recognizes the 
"blessings" of the gospel and therefore can't help but share with all people who are far from Christ. 
What are some of the blessings of the gospel and how would a deeper reflection on these things 
make you more excited to share? 

Paul moves from focusing on making disciples to being a disciple in verses 24-27. He speaks of 
Christians needing to go into "strict training," not "running aimlessly," not "beating the air," but rather 
disciplining their bodies. What are your current habits that are helping you to become more like 
Christ? What are your current habits which are keeping you from growing in maturity? 

The motivation for following Jesus even when it comes at great sacrifice is the "prize" that awaits. 
How would a greater focus on eternity impact your present behavior and relationships? 

Look forward. 
What is one spiritual habit you want to add to your life this week? 

What is one habit/routine that you want to get rid of this week so you can live with greater purpose? 


