
Wise Up
Central idea: God’s wisdom gives us the necessary skills to succeed in life. 
Proverbs 1:20-33
  
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does this passage teach about people?
• What does this passage teach about God?

 
Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:  

• How would you define “wisdom”? 
• Solomon (Israel’s third king) is the author of the majority of the proverbs 

(1:1; see also 1 Kings 4:29, 32) and yet his life ends poorly.  How do you 
explain the disconnect between knowing and doing?

• What does “the fear of the Lord” mean (1:7)?  Why is this the controlling 
principle for all knowledge and wisdom?

• When have you recently heard wisdom crying out to you (1:20-21)?  Did 
you respond?  If not, why?

• How do we determine that what we hear is truly God’s wisdom?
• How would you distinguish between the simple, mockers, and fools 

(1:22)?  How might these categories help you in a conversation with an 
unbeliever?  

• How could you start the process of learning and mastering the proverbs 
(see Proverbs 4:5-7 for the challenge to do this, and notice especially the 
promise of verse 6)?  How could you help your children or grandchildren 
learn the proverbs?

 
Look forward.

• Commit to a thoughtful reading this week of a section of Proverbs (if you 
are reading the One-year Bible you are doing this), and jot down 2 or 3 
confusing proverbs to discuss with your group.

• Follow-up from the prior week: As you think about how you will invest the 
rest of your life, name one thing you really want to do for Jesus.  What 
one step can you take to move closer to this goal?


