
Wisdom about Work
Central idea: All legitimate work done with excellence for Jesus Christ has eternal significance.
Selected Proverbs
  
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does this passage teach about people?
• What does this passage teach about God?

 
Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:   

Work in the ancient Greek and Roman world was viewed as a necessary evil.  How do you 
think the modern world views work? 

What lessons should we learn from the following texts about the tragic-comic “sluggard”?
 
How long will you lie there, you sluggard? 
            When will you get up from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, 
            a little folding of the hands to rest— 
and poverty will come on you like a thief 
            and scarcity like an armed man (6:9-11).
 
A sluggard buries his hand in the dish; 
            he will not even bring it back to his mouth! (19:24)
 
Sluggards do not plow in season [literally, in the cold]; 
            so at harvest time they look but find nothing (20:4).
 
A sluggard is wiser in his own eyes 
            than seven people who answer discreetly [or with true wisdom] (26:16).
  
Do you see someone skilled in their work? 
            They will serve before kings; 
    they will not serve before officials of low rank (22:29).
 
What step(s) could you take to help you better master your craft or excel at your work? 

What are your thoughts and feelings about the following from Bryan Wilkerson: 

Worship isn’t just something we do on Sunday; it’s something we do on Monday.  Worship isn’t 
just something we do in a sanctuary; it’s something we do in [offices] and factories and 
classrooms and studios and military bases and in our very own kitchens.  God is honored 
when we sing with all our hearts, but he’s also honored when we work with all our hearts.  
Whatever your daily work looks like, you have an opportunity to turn that work into an act of 
worship, by doing it for God.



It’s hard to grasp that we will be rewarded in Jesus’ future kingdom not only for our ministry in 
the church and community, but also for the work we do with our jobs.  How does that truth 
change the way you view tomorrow morning?
 
Look forward.
Ask each member of your group to identify his/her job, and then pray for each other in the 
workplace. 


