
Nice People and the Gospel
Central idea: Even those with high moral standards—good, nice people—
are sinful, under God’s judgment, and need forgiveness in Jesus Christ.
Romans 2:1-16
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• The early chapters of Romans answer some of the difficult questions that are 
commonly asked about God’s judgment. How would you respond to the following: 
What about those who have had little or no exposure to God or the gospel (see 
Roman 1:19-20; how might Hebrews 11:6 help as well)?

• In our section for this week, Paul is answering the question: How could God be fair 
and just, and still judge good, nice, moral people? What are your first thoughts?

• Paul argues that “good” people “do the same things” as those who openly engage in 
sin (2:1). In what way(s) would that be true (see Matthew 5:21-22a, 27-28 for one 
answer)?

• Agree or disagree: Paul uncovers in these verses a strange human foible, namely our 
tendency to be critical of everybody except ourselves. We are often as harsh in our 
judgment of others as we are lenient toward ourselves. We work ourselves up into a 
state of self-righteous indignation over the disgraceful behavior of other people, while 
the same behavior seems not nearly so serious when it is ours rather than theirs. We 
even gain a vicarious satisfaction from condemning in others the very faults we 
excuse in ourselves.  –John Stott

• Agree or disagree: Nobody stands under the wrath of God save those who have 
chosen to do so. The essence of God’s action in wrath is to give men what they 
choose, in all its implications: nothing more, and equally nothing less. God’s 
readiness to respect human choice to this extent may appear disconcerting and even 
terrifying, but it is plain that his attitude here is supremely just. –J. I. Packer  (How do 
verses 5-6 shape your answer?)

• How do you explain verses 7-8 given Paul’s statements in Romans 4:5 and 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (see verse 10 in the Ephesians passage, as well as Matthew 
7:17-20 for help)?

• How could a holy God judge people against a standard of biblical truth if they don’t 
have access to it (see vv. 14-15)?

 
Look forward.

• Who has God placed in your life who needs to hear the gospel?  What is your next 
step?


