
Work: Loving Our Neighbors 
Central idea: Our work is an opportunity to love others. 
Genesis 37-41 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
Work is one of the ways which God has given us to serve our neighbors. Do you view your work through 
this perspective? Why or why not? 
  
Two of the ways our work should love others is through the content of our work (what we produce) and 
the way we do our work. How is the content of your work an act of love? How would having this 
perspective affect your attitude toward work? 
  
Joseph's first 'work' is that of a shepherd for his family business (Gen 37:2). He essentially speaks truth 
into his workplace by calling out his brothers for an unspecified infraction. What opportunities do you 
have to speak truth into your workplace? How can this truth be accompanied with love and grace? 
  
Joseph's second position is that of steward over Potiphar's house. We see that his work there is marked by 
a high level of integrity when he refuses the advances of Potiphar's wife. What are the unique 
opportunities for you to display integrity in your work? How could these displays of integrity be 
opportunities to point people to Jesus? What would it look like to work in such a way that people would 
know that God is "with" you like he was "with" Joseph? 
  
Joseph's third position is that of steward over the prison. He continues with his integrity, care, and focus 
on loving others through his work even though he is at the lowest position of society-- an imprisoned 
slave. When you don't feel fairly compensated or recognized, how can you continue to work with 
excellence and keep the mindset of loving others through your work? 
  
Joseph's final position is that of steward over the nation of Egypt. He is promoted to second in the 
kingdom under Pharaoh. His work is marked by wisdom and discernment. How can you display these 
attributes in your work? 
  
Look forward. 
  
Besides the content and the way we do our work we can also love others through our work by pointing 
them to Jesus. Tim Chester says that, "Evangelism is doing normal life with gospel intentionality." What 
would it look like to this have this perspective at work? 


