
Golden Calf 
Central idea: Exposure to spiritual truth does not guarantee spiritual success.  
Exodus 32:1-12 
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does this passage teach about people?
• What does this passage teach about God?

 
Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:  

• Describe the deteriorating scene among the Israelites camped before Mt. 
Sinai (see Exodus 24:13-18, as well as 32:1).

• Fear seems to drive the people’s request for an alternative god with a 
corresponding idol, as well as Aaron’s stunning capitulation (vv. 1-2).  
What role does fear play in your own failures to obey God?

• Aaron identifies his calf-idol as the LORD (or Yahweh, the special name 
for God in the Old Testament, v. 5)—mixing truth with error.  In what 
way(s) does our world do the same thing?

• During Aaron’s religious festival (v. 5) the people engage in 
“revelry” (verse 6: the Hebrew term suggests sexual play or acts; see 
Genesis 26:8 and Genesis 39:14, 17 where the same term is used).  
How do you explain this?

• In Exodus 32:30-32 Moses makes a shocking offer.  What is Moses 
proposing that God do (see Romans 9:3 for a similar statement)?

• Moral failure discredits us and God (v. 25: “laughing-stock”).  Does the 
potential impact of your sin on others shape your thinking and 
decisions?  Why or why not?

• Although there is full forgiveness with God, we live with the 
consequences of sin (v. 20: Moses grinds the golden calf into powder 
and forces the people to drink it; they will symbolically carry this gold/sin 
in their bodies).  How have you seen the consequences of a significant 
failure play out in your own experience?

 
Look forward.

• Are you able to take hold of God’s forgiveness for past sin?  If not, what 
would give you confidence that God has fully forgiven you?


