
Jesus’ Family Tree
Central idea: The genealogy of Jesus connects him to history, to Jewish 
history, and to us.
Matthew 1:1-6, 16-17
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• What titles are assigned to Jesus in verse 1?  Why are these titles 
important (see Genesis 12:2-3 [notice the last line] and 2 Samuel 7:16)?

• What does it matter if the record we have of Jesus is historically accurate 
and true (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 13; as well as 1 John 1:1-2)?

• Why do you think women are included in this family tree—when it wasn’t 
the Jewish custom to include women in genealogies?

• Four women, apart from Mary (verse 16), are mentioned: Tamar (verse 3; 
Genesis 38), Rahab (verse 5; Joshua 2), Ruth (again verse 5; Ruth 1 
gives us a good sense of who she is), and Bathsheba (“Uriah’s wife,” 
verse 6; 2 Samuel 11).  From the sermon and your own knowledge, who 
are these women?

• Why might the Holy Spirit include only scandal-marked women in this 
roster instead of women who might add prestige to the family line—like 
Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel?

• What are your thoughts and feelings about the following from the 
historian William Barclay: “If Matthew had ransacked the pages of the 
Old Testament for improbable candidates, he could not have discovered 
more incredible ancestors for Jesus Christ.”

• How does this genealogy give you hope if you feel guilty and troubled by 
your own past?

 
Look forward.

• Spend some time together expressing your gratitude to God for 
identifying with us and joining himself to us through his Son Jesus 
Christ. 


