
Identity
Central idea: We can’t live like we used to live because we’re no longer the 
people we used to be.
Romans 6:1-23
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• When you believed in Jesus as Lord and Savior you took on a new 
identity.  List some words and phrases that describe who you now are as 
a follower of Jesus.

• In verses 1 and 15 Paul recognizes that we may not take sin seriously.  
In what way(s) do you excuse your own guilt?

• Baptism pictures not only Jesus’ death and resurrection, but ours as well 
(that is, our transition from a life outside of the Savior to his follower).  
What two descriptive words—one before Christ, and one after believing
—could you use to describe your own salvation (for example, from 
bondage to freedom, or from fearful to peaceful)?

• If “sin [is] done away with” (v. 6), how is it that believers still sin?  How 
does the footnote (“rendered powerless”) help you understand this 
verse?  How could sin be rendered powerless?

• What does it mean to “count ourselves dead to sin” (see Romans 12:2; 
as well as Ephesians 4:22-24, and especially verse 23)? 

• What is the answer when we feel enslaved or addicted to a wrong 
behavior (verses 19-21a)?

• Compare the pension plan of the old slave owner—with the new (verses 
21b-23).

 
Look forward.

• We are told that “sin shall no longer be your master” (v. 14).  What 
specific sin has mastered you in the past, or continues to fester today?  
How should this be addressed?  


