
Hope in an Uncertain World
Central idea: In a world of uncertainty, followers of Jesus Christ are to be marked by hope. 
1 Peter 1:3-12
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• Peter describes believers as “exiles” (1 Peter 1:1).  One writer says this is the term 
for “resident aliens.”  In what way(s) are believers resident aliens in the world?

• Peter is writing to some of the first believers who had been targeted by officials in the 
Roman Empire.  Have you experienced rejection because of your faith in the Savior?  
What happened?

• What is the reason Jesus gives in John 15:18-20 for the world’s hostility toward 
believers?

• Hope is an expectation of—or a desire for—some outcome.  When the object of our 
hope is God, our hope is confident and certain.  What do you think a “living” hope 
refers to (v. 3)? 

• Look at the list below.  Which do you find most helpful when facing rejection?
1. We have a future inheritance (v. 4).  This includes heaven, but in the fullest sense 

refers to the future kingdom that will be established with Jesus returns.
2. We are under God’s protection (v. 5).  Nothing comes into our lives that God doesn’t 

finally allow to be there.  The Father protects us both in life and in death (see John 
6:39).

3. Suffering has a purpose (v. 7).  God allows us to go through difficult experiences (see 
Acts 14:22; 1 Thessalonians 3:3-4) for a number of reasons.  But in this passage, 
one of the ways God uses rejection is to purify our lives and bring us to maturity.

4. Faithfulness will be rewarded (v. 7b).  Confidence and trust in the face of hostility will 
be honored, and rewarded by the Savior in the future kingdom.

5. Jesus is with us regardless of what we face (vv. 8-9).  The normal, present, daily 
experience of believers should be to love and rest in the Savior.

6. We have a favored status in God’s plan of salvation (vv. 10-12).  Whatever else Peter 
may be saying by this paragraph, God has given us a privileged place in history.  He 
hasn’t forgotten or abandoned us—not if he’s revealed salvation to us in the way that 
he has. 

 
Look forward.

• Before leaving, ask God to give you his peace, as well as boldness, as you navigate 
a world that can be hostile to the Savior—and us.


