
Future Hope
Central idea: The certainty of Jesus’ future return should impact how we live today.
2 Peter 3:1-18
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.                                                                                     
What did you like about the passage?
What did you find difficult about the passage?
What does the passage teach about people?
What does the passage teach about God?
 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:
What question(s) do you have about the return of Jesus? 

What is it that Peter’s readers “must understand” (v. 3) 

Which of the following argument(s) would you most likely use with a skeptic?  A new 
believer?

1. God’s past intervention in history is a foreshadowing of what he will do in the 
future (vv. 5-7).

2. God has a different perspective on time (v. 8).
3. The timing of Jesus’ return is driven by God’s patience and mercy (v. 9).
4. Jesus himself promised to return (v. 10).

What are some of your thoughts and feelings about Michael Green’s comments on 
verse 9?
The plain meaning is that, although God wants all men [and women] to be saved, 
and although he has made provision for all to be accepted, some will exercise their 
God-given free-will to exclude God.  And this he cannot prevent unless he is to take 
away the very freedom of choice that marks us out as men.  Some will indeed perish, 
but this is not because God wills it.

The future return of Jesus should cause us to live differently today.  Which below is 
the greatest challenge for you?
1. Clean up (vv. 11, 14): Honestly address areas of disobedience in our lives.
2. Speak up (v. 12): Speed the coming of Jesus’ return by sharing our faith with the 

unbelievers God has placed in our lives.
3. Look up (v. 13): Live from the perspective of eternity.
4. Grow up (vv. 17-18): Stand strong in your faith despite the skepticism and 

rejection of unbelievers. 

Prophecies about the return of Jesus often telescope events together.  Arrange the 
following in chronological sequence:
• A new heaven and earth (2 Peter 3:13)
• The second coming



• The tribulation
• The millennium
• The rapture (2 Peter 3:10a)
• Earth destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:7, 10b, 12b)
• Which of the above events are included in “the day of the Lord” (v. 10)?
 
Look forward.
We are to grow in both the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
(v. 18).  Grace gives us mercy and compassion.  Knowledge gives us discernment.  
Which is the more difficult for you to act on—grace or knowledge?


