
Joshua: Christ Centered Lives 
Central idea: God needs to be at the center of our lives. 
Joshua 9-10 

Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
In Joshua 9-10, we see people who put God at the periphery, put God on the outside and put God at the 
center. The Gibeonites are an example of someone who puts God on the periphery. They speak about God 
but their decisions are ultimately led by self centeredness. In our lives this may reveal itself by making 
decisions first and then asking God to bless what we have already decided to do. How do you see this 
evident in your life? In those circumstances, how can you make God more central? 

The leaders of Israel, including Joshua, are an example in 9:14 of putting God on the outside. They decide 
to make a treaty with the Gibeonites without inviting God into their plans at all. How have you seen the 
consequences of not including God in your life and decision making play out? 

Not including God is ultimately an act of pride. Joe Thorn describes the three thoughts of a proud heart 
as: 1) I'm better than others, 2) I deserve better than others and 3) I'm sufficient on my own. Which of 
these three attitudes do you see play out most in your life? How can you embrace humility and reliance on 
God instead of these prideful thought patterns? 

Despite Joshua not including God in his treaty and decision making, God still responds to the people in 
grace and love. How does knowing that God's love is not dependent upon your obedience affect you? 

When we reject putting God on the periphery or outside, we will grow to put God at the center. What do 
you think it looks like to make God the center of your life? What would have to change to see this 
happen? 

Look forward. 
The sermon challenged you to start off each day by saying the Lord's prayer. How has that been going, 
and how has it impacted your life? In what ways does the Lord's prayer describe a Christ centered life, 
and what is one specific way you can move towards that type of life this week? 


