
Moses: Community 
Central idea: God provides the church to help us grow and mature. 
Exodus 17:8-18:27 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
As you think about maturing as a follower of Christ, how essential do you view the role community 
plays in this? Do you think your attitude reflects the Bible or American individualism more? 

Our first glimpse of the necessity of community comes in 17:8-16. Moses is unable to hold the staff 
up by himself and victory only comes as Aaron & Hur hold his arms up. Two loyal individuals help 
Moses in his time of weakness. When have you been aided by community in a time of weakness? 
How can you more intentionally aid others in their weakness? 

Our second glimpse of the importance of community comes in Jethro's reunion with Moses. Jethro 
first provides help to Moses and the Israelites by bringing praise in the midst of their 
discouragement. Jethro's praise in 18:10-12 is the first time that worship is explicitly mentioned since 
the crossing of the Red Sea. How has community played a role in helping you in discouragement? 
How does consistent church attendance play a role in this? 

The third glimpse of the importance of community is in Jethro's confrontation of Moses in verses 
13-23. How do you feel about conflict and confrontation? How does conflict and confrontation 
provide opportunities for growth? When have you seen this process done well and when have you 
seen it done poorly? 

Jethro confronts Moses by first stating that what he was doing is not good, second finds a point of 
agreement and third explains what needs to change. How can finding common ground or a point of 
agreement help confrontation go well? 

Finally, Moses listens and changes. What is your initial response when someone confronts you? 
How can you be a better listener? 

Look forward. 
The Bible is clear that we need Christ centered relationships/community to help us grow and mature. 
How can you be more intentional about cultivating these relationships?


