
Moses: Anger 
Central idea: Anger has devastating consequences. 
Numbers 20:1-13 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
As you think about anger, when, if ever, do you think it is justified? 

Our passage in Numbers 20 begins with an indicator that we are in the 40th year of wandering, 
Miriam has died and the people are complaining (once again) about no water. Not an easy 
environment for Moses to keep his cool. What are the environments where it is difficult for you not to 
become angry? 

Moses' initial response to the complaining is to go to God and get his perspective. How quick are 
you to go to God when you find yourself frustrated, angry and annoyed? If it is not immediate, is 
there anything that eventually takes you to God? 

After a promising start of meeting with and obeying God; Moses' anger is revealed through his words 
and then his actions. First, how does anger change the way you speak? Second, how does anger 
change the way you act?  

This display of anger is not Moses' first time, as he angrily killed an Egyptian, angrily stomped out of 
meeting with Pharaoh and angrily destroyed the tablets displaying the 10 Commandments. Anger 
was a perpetual problem for him. Looking at your own life, how much of a problem is anger? What 
steps can you take to overcome this sin issue? 

Look forward. 
All sin, including anger, has devastating consequences in our lives and on our relationships but 
God's grace is greater than our sin. How can you take hold of God's grace to know  that you are 
forgiven for your anger and to propel you to overcoming future anger?


