
Mark: Frail Faith, Strong Savior 
Central idea: In the midst of our failures, difficulties, and doubts, God can still prevail. 
Mark 9:14-29 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
The first part of this passage shows the failure of the disciples and the crowd. The 
disciples failed in casting out the demon while the crowd has failed to believe. Why do 
failures often stick with us far more than our successes? How might our failures keep us 
from trusting or serving God? 

Jesus calls out the crowd for being an "unbelieving generation." It wasn't that the 
crowds didn't have enough information about Jesus but that they failed to trust him. 
What would you say are the things which keep friends and family that you have from 
trusting in Jesus? 

As the dad and Jesus begin to interact, the dad's doubts quickly come to the surface. 
The sermon discussed how doubt can often be either cognitive (unanswered questions) 
or relational (unwillingness to trust God because of questions/uncertainty). What are the 
questions which cause doubt in your mind? What have you done to keep these 
cognitive doubts from becoming relational doubts? 

Most likely we will always have cognitive doubts until Christ returns because we are 
finite people. Yet it is important for us to know in the midst of those why we believe. 
What are the foundational truths that even in the midst of doubts cause you to believe 
(see John 6:66-68 for Peter's answer to this question)? 
  
Look forward. 
The sermon challenged you to: take your failures to God, take your doubts to God and 
pray. Which one or more of these do you need to do this week in order to lean into God 
rather than away from Him?


