
Back to Basics
Romans 4:1-25
Central idea: Salvation has always been through faith, not our works.
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.

• What did you like about the passage?
• What did you find difficult about the passage?
• What does the passage teach about people?
• What does the passage teach about God?

 
Additional questions to help you think through the passage:

• Abraham and Sarah are the first couple—the first generation--on the 
Jewish family tree.  What does that tell you about Paul’s primary 
audience in this chapter?

• How would you explain verse 3?  What does it mean to be credited with 
righteousness? 

• How would you explain verse 4 in light of James 2:24 (one help for those 
not looking at the NIV translation: James seems to be using the term 
“justified” in the sense of “proven to be true” instead of  its more common 
reference to salvation)?

• What does it matter—practically or emotionally—whether a right 
relationship with God is a gift to be received or a prize to be earned?

• King David is guilty of terrible sins: adultery, murder, lying—and yet he 
could write verses 7-8 (which come from Psalm 32).  How is guilt 
removed (see also Psalm 32:5)?  What if you don’t feel forgiven?

• What is the promise in verse 13 (see also verse 16)?  What does that 
say about your security in Jesus?

• The boast that “Abraham is our [physical] father” seems to have been 
common in first century Judaism (see Matthew 3:9, John 8:33-39), and 
was a major—if not deciding—factor for admission into Paradise.  How 
do verses 16-17 undermine that thinking?  What is the critical issue 
before God: a physical or a spiritual connection to Abraham?

 
Look forward.

• Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of 
course, you fail the test? (2 Corinthians 13:5).  From our passage, what 
is the test?


