
The Absurdity of Prejudice
Central idea: Prejudice is contrary to who we are as followers of the Savior.
James 2:1-13
 
Look up.
Read the passage thoughtfully.
·        What did you like about the passage?
·        What did you find difficult about the passage?
·        What does this passage teach about people?
·        What does this passage teach about God?
 

Alternative questions to help you think through this passage:  
·        The simple, direct command of the first verse is: Don’t show favoritism.  
Which of the following areas of potential discrimination are most likely to trip 
you up?  Why do you think that is?
1.      Materialism
2.      Education
3.      Career
4.      Age
5.      Ethnic identity
6.      Physical beauty
·        What are some of the “evil thoughts” or “evil motives” (v. 4) that lie behind 
favoritism and discrimination?
·        The issue of prejudice that James centers on in this passage is 
materialism, favoring the rich over the poor.  What special gift does God give to 
the poor (v. 5; see also 1 Corinthians 1:26-29)?  Why do you think that is?
·        The text gives us a number of reasons why favoritism is wrong:
1.      Judging does not belong to us, but to God.  Further, externals can be 
misleading.
2.      Discrimination is inconsistent with what God is doing in the world.  Often it 
is the outsider who responds in faith.
3.      Prejudice frequently honors the enemy at the expense of the friend.  Those 
we celebrate are often hostile to the gospel.
4.      Favoritism violates the royal law of Scripture.  I am commanded to love my 
neighbor as myself.
5.      Prejudice puts us under God’s judgment--a truly sobering thought.
Which of these, if any, do you find surprising?  Why?
·        How does Acts 17:26 undermine the concept of racism?
·        What judgment is in view in verse 12 (see 2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 
14:10)?
·        What does verse 13 mean (see also Luke 6:37-38)?



Look forward.
·        Who in your life has been overlooked or passed over?  What one step 
could you do to show him/her the Savior’s love?


