
Path of Jesus 
Central idea: Jesus calls us to know and follow him as the best path of life. 
Mark 8:27-38 
  
Look up. 
Read the passage thoughtfully. 
What did you like about the passage? 
What did you find difficult about the passage? 
What does this passage teach about people? 
What does this passage teach about God? 
  
The first part of this passage is coming to an understanding of who Jesus is. The 
crowds believe Jesus to be just one among the religious figures of the past while Peter 
makes the statement that he is superior to everyone else. What reasons would you give 
for why Jesus is unique and superior to every other religious figure/leader in history? 

Peter says that Jesus is the Messiah but has a completely faulty view of what this 
entails. He goes so far as to rebuke Jesus for revealing that he will suffer, be rejected 
and die. What influenced Peter to be unwilling to listen and heed the words of Jesus? 
What might influence us to not understand Jesus correctly? 

The rest of this passage focuses on how knowing Jesus accurately transforms the way 
we respond to him. What would you see as the necessary connection between right 
belief in Jesus and right responses to Him? 

Jesus' call to all of his followers is to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow 
him. Look at each one of these commands. How would each of these reveal itself in 
someone's life? 

Jesus says we should follow him because in Him alone there is salvation, prosperity 
(not as our culture views it as accumulation of assets but in caring for our soul) and 
avoiding judgment are only available in Him. Which one of these three motivators 
stands out to you as the most compelling reason to follow Jesus? 

Look forward. 
This week what will you add or take away from your life to deny yourself, take up your 
cross and follow Jesus?


