What did Jesus mean: Let the dead bury their dead

Central idea: Following Jesus Christ begins with our hearts.

Luke 9:57-62

 

Background: In this passage Jesus is interacting with three men about what it means to be a disciple.  The term “disciple” comes out of the classroom.  A disciple is a learner or a student, and yet he or she is more than that.  Disciples are committed to whatever the teacher is committed to.  Disciples view the teacher as a mentor.  They spend meaningful time with the teacher.  They allow this individual to shape their thinking and lives.  Disciples become an extension of the teacher.  
 

When we think of those who are disciples, we typically think of the twelve apostles--and they are disciples.  But in the gospels all of us are called to be disciples.  If you were writing a dictionary, how would you define the word “disciple”?
 

The first follower or disciple seems positive and enthusiastic.  Why then do you think Jesus answers him in the way he does (v. 58)?  What does this suggest about this man’s expectations of the Messiah, and what it would mean to follow him?
 

What kind of cost or hardship could following Jesus involve for you?
 

Jesus’ brief exchange with the second man is perhaps the most puzzling of the three.  Why do you think Jesus refuses to grant this man a leave of absence to bury his father (vv. 59-60)?  How might “go and proclaim the kingdom of God” (v. 60) be connected to 10:1, 9?  What does 10:1 suggest about this man’s participation in Jesus’ mission?  
 

Frederic Godet writes: 
There are critical periods in our [spiritual] life when that which is not done at the moment will never be done.  The Spirit blows; its action over, the ship will never succeed in getting out of port.  
What do you think Godet means by that?  How does that help you understand this passage?  Is there something in your own life that God is telling you to do (see 2 Corinthians 6:2 for one example)?  What do you need to do--even now--to make this a reality?
 

The third individual asks for the opportunity to say good-by to his family (v. 61).  The verb “to say good-by to” is translated in other passages “to take leave of.”  What might that involve?  If so, what is Jesus saying in verse 62?
 

These three men seem to have very different personalities.  For our purposes, we might identify the first as the impulsive or naïve disciple, the second as the cautious or hesitant disciple, and the third as the vacillating disciple.  Which of the three best describes you?  Why?
 

The sermon emphasized that discipleship--this radical obedience that Christ desires in our lives--begins in the heart.  We have spiritual life (in contrast to those who are spiritually dead, v. 60).  Our motivation for pursuing discipleship is not to be accepted by God.  Through faith in Jesus Christ we are already accepted by God--and that becomes our motivation.  We love him because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).  How does an understanding of God’s love and acceptance of you affect your own walk with the Savior?  
