What did Jesus mean: Doing greater things than the Son

Central idea: Because of the Spirit’s presence within our lives, God will do great things through us.

John 14:10-15

Jesus is with his disciples in a second story room in a safe house only hours before his arrest and crucifixion.  As he teaches his disciples, what does Jesus claim about his relationship with the Father (vv. 10-11)?  What do you think Jesus means by that?  Why is this important?

Jesus said to his disciples:

I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 

He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father (v. 12).

As a group list some of the things that Jesus did as part of his public ministry.  How could we possibly replicate what Jesus has done, not to mention doing even greater things than Jesus has done?

How does Jesus’ explanation “because I am going to the Father” (v. 12)--along with verse 16--help us understand this unusual promise?

The greatest miracle is the salvation of the human soul (Luke 5:20-24 seems to verify that).  Physical healing enhances life for however long the person lives, but salvation lasts throughout eternity.  With that in mind, in what way(s) have his followers done “greater things” than what Jesus did?  

Jesus promises to “do whatever [we] ask,” if we ask in his name.  What do you think it means to pray or ask in Jesus’ name (vv. 13-14)?  What is the purpose or focus of the prayer that Jesus is referring to (v. 13b)?  How might this connect to what Jesus said in verse 12?  

One of the men in the room when Jesus said we would do greater things than he did is Peter.  Peter writes this in his first letter:

Live such good lives among the pagans that, 

though they accuse you of doing wrong, 

they may see your good works and glorify God on the day he visits us (1 Peter 2:12).

How would pagans or unbelievers be able to “glorify God on the day he visits us”?  What role does this suggest for you as a believer?

What is the “greater” work that God has for you?  How could you identify this?  What should be your first step to implement your greater work? 

