Radical Relationships: With God
Central idea: God’s mercy should compel us to live for Him.
Romans 12:1-2
Paul calls for us to give our bodies, i.e. all that we are, in sacrifice to God.  How does the idea of surrendering complete control of your life over to God make you feel?

Verse 1 says that to offer our bodies as a sacrifice to God is a reasonable response or a spiritual act of worship.  How is giving our lives to God appropriate for what he has done for us?  If it is appropriate or reasonable why do you think we don’t give all we are to God?

Our response of gratitude to God calls us to not conform to the pattern or mold of the world.  Much of the world’s ways are marked by:
· the right to have our desires fulfilled (Romans 8:5)

· the right to pursue and use power for our gain (Mark 10:42-45)
· the right to abuse people (Luke 11:43, 46-52)
· the right to accumulate wealth for purely selfish reasons (Matthew 16:26)
· the right to use abilities and wisdom for self advancement rather than serving others       (1 Corinthians 3:19)
· right to ignore or hate God (James 4:4)
Which one of these most tempts you to conform?  How would the renewing of your mind cause you to think differently in this area?

The way of the world is marked by idols.  In the book, Gospel, author JD Greear has an idolatry detector test.  He says to answer the questions: What one thing do you most hope for in the future?  What is the one thing you most worry about losing?  If you could change one thing about yourself what would it be?  Who in your life do you feel that you can’t forgive and why?  When do you feel the most significant?  What triggers depression in you?  Where do you turn for comfort when things aren’t going well?  As you think about these questions, what surfaces that may be an idol and demand a renewing of your mind?

CS Lewis says, “In life, there are first things (God) and second things (everything else).  If you put first things first then you will get the second as well, but if you put second things first you will lose both the first and second things.”  How should this reality which is reiterated in Matthew 6:33 (“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.”) reveal itself in your daily behavior?
