POINT: Touches the World with God’s Love

Central idea: My neighbor is anyone I see whose need I can meet.

Luke 10:25-37

The man who stands to “test” Jesus is described as an “expert in the law” (i.e., the Jewish law); he’s a religious expert or theologian.  Nevertheless, there is a contradiction within the religious leader’s question in verse 25.  The essence of his question is good; the wording of it is poor.  What’s the problem?  What does this tell us about his own understanding of salvation?

The religious leader asks Jesus for a definition of “neighbor” in verse 29.  Instead of opening a dictionary, Jesus chooses to answer with a story.  Why do you think Jesus does that?

The sermon encouraged us to see ourselves in this familiar story.  Imagine you were the priest or Levite (an assistant to the priests), and you happened upon a man who had been robbed and so savagely beaten that he appears almost dead.  Describe your own thoughts and emotions.  What excuse could you give for why you decided not to stop and help him?

Now imagine you’re the Samaritan.  Jews and Samaritans belonged to different ethnic populations, and were separated by a deep, long-standing hatred.  Why did you stop and help this man?

We learn from this story a number of things about a potential “neighbor.”

1. I may not know the person.

2. I may feel no kinship or connection with the individual.

3. I may not benefit personally from helping him/her.

4. I may find my involvement costly.

5. I may find there are on-going responsibilities once I do help.

Which of the above would be most likely to keep you from responding to a genuine need?  Why?

It seems clear from Jesus’ story that my neighbor is anyone I see whose need I can meet.  Who is the “neighbor” God has put in your life?  What would it look like for you not to walk by, but to stop and help?  How could you begin tomorrow?

