POINT: Nurtures authentic relationships 

Central idea: A committed follower of Christ nurtures authentic relationships with other believers.

1 John 4:7-11; Acts 2:42-47

The Greek word for “fellowship,” koinonia, comes from a word that means “common”—not in the sense of “ordinary”—but in the sense of “shared.”  For example, this term could be used for a business partnership.  Business partners share together in the ownership and responsibilities of a business.  And believers in Jesus Christ share together in certain spiritual realities.  Identify several common or shared spiritual realities that exist among believers?  [For example, all believers have experienced forgiveness, all believers have a need to be loved and accepted, etc.]

The sermon made the observation that authentic fellowship has an external aspect.  The foundation for authentic fellowship or sharing lies outside the group of believers who come together to support and encourage one another.  It is rooted in the person of Jesus Christ.  What are some steps your group might consider to more effectively center your time together around the reality of Christ?

Henry Cloud and John Townsend, in Making Small Groups Work, suggest that a number of things happen with authentic fellowship.  On a scale of 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest) evaluate your own Connection Group in the following areas: 

· Teaching.  We look at God’s Word together—not only as hearers, but as doers of his truth. 

· Confessing.  We tell the truth about our own struggles and where we are spiritually.

· Openness.  We seek both to listen to others and to receive the teaching of Scripture.

· Praying.  We go before God in ways that are fresh, and with minds and hearts actively engaged.

· Challenging.  We’re able to speak the truth in love—a balance of honesty and grace—to one another.

· Living.  In humility, we model for one another how truth can be lived out in real-life situations.

· Protecting.  We help each other find safety and security within the boundaries of God’s truth.

· Transparency.  We reveal the truth of our own pain and hurt so that we can grieve and experience God’s healing.

· Caring.  We respond with prayer, time, and resources to the genuine needs of others within our group.

Identify the one thing from the list above that most needs attention in your own group.  Now identify an action step that might significantly alter what happens at your group’s next meeting.

One of the common images the New Testament uses for a group of believers is that of a family.  Read the following passages together.  

· Both the one who makes men holy [a reference to Jesus Christ] and those who are made holy [a reference to believers] are of the same family.  So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers (Hebrews 2:11).

· Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father.  Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity (1 Timothy 5:1-2).

· And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother (1 John 4:21).

What are some of your thoughts and feelings as you apply this language to your own group?
