POINT: Invites others to follow Christ

Central idea: We should do anything short of sin to share Jesus Christ with the people God places in our lives.

1 Corinthians 9:19-27

Introduction: Our mission as a church is to connect one person at a time to a family of committed followers of Christ.  But the logical question that arises is what does a committed follower of Christ look like?  To help answer that question we’re using the acronym POINT.  A committed follower of Christ is a believer who …

· Pursues intimacy with Christ

· Obeys God’s Word

· Invites others to follow Christ

· Nurtures authentic relationships with others

· Touches the world with God’s love

Jesus refers to believers as both salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16).  Whatever is true of salt, it is essentially different from the food on which it is sprinkled.  And whatever is true of light, it too is essentially different from—it is the antithesis of—the darkness in which it shines.  What are three fundamental differences between believers and unbelievers?  What are three fundamental similarities?

The New Testament is clear that we have an obligation to share Jesus Christ with unbelievers.  Our mission statement is simply a restatement of what is often called the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).  Which of the following reasons best explains your hesitancy to communicate your faith with others:

1. I often feel uncomfortable around unbelievers.  They don’t embrace my values, their language can be offensive, and their lives can be in conflict with mine.

2. I’m not convinced it’s my place to do this.  We live in a pluralistic culture.  Who am I to impose my beliefs on others?

3. I’m not sure I have the necessary skills and gifts to do this effectively.  It may be better to leave this in the hands of professionals.

4. I guess I’m too busy.  I just haven’t thought about it.  It’s certainly not a priority.

5. On some level I’m not sure I see the need for anyone doing this.  It’s hard to accept the idea that a friend could live forever apart from God if he/she hasn’t believed in Christ.

6. I think I’m afraid to do this.  I don’t want to seem, well, weird, and be rejected by a friend or family member.

It’s commonly said that the average Christian, two years after coming to faith, no longer has any unbelieving friends.  What has your experience been?  Do you have any meaningful relationships with unbelievers?

This passage emphasizes the need for us to show a great deal of flexibility in our relationships with unbelievers.  Read verses 19-22 and count each time Paul uses the word “became.”  How do we do this without compromising who we are as believers?  Can you give a specific example of what this might look like in a relationship with one of your friends, family members, or co-workers?

We are to share our faith out of lives that reflect moral integrity.  When we’re openly inconsistent the message of the gospel is easily dismissed by unbelievers.  The world sees what we’re doing, looks away, and stops listening.  Paul highlights four specific failures in chapter 10 (verses 6-10).  Look over the list below.  Silently select one that seems especially relevant to you, and confess your own sin in this area.

· Idolatry.  An idol is anything the heart elevates over God.  It can be our business, our reputation, materialism … anything.

· Sexual immorality.  We can fail in act, thought, or speech.

· Dissatisfaction with—impatience with—God.  And with this bitterness can seep into our lives.

· Divisiveness.  Discord, gossip, and grumbling will damage churches and individual lives—and undermine our message.

Before leaving, pray by name for an unbeliever in each person’s life.  If there is not a name that comes easily to mind, ask your group to pray that you would begin developing a caring relationship with an unbeliever this coming week. 

