Exclusivity: How can Jesus be the only way to God?

John 14:1-6

Central idea: Jesus is the only way to God because of who he is and what he did.

Let’s begin with some difficult questions:

· Isn’t it arrogant to think that only one religion is true and attempt to convert others to it?

· Aren’t all religions helpful for their followers and therefore equally valid?

· Don’t exclusive claims divide us and even lead to hostility and violence?

In verse 6 Jesus claims to be “the way and the truth and the life.”  But the “way” to where?  The “truth” about what?  And the “life” in what sense?  From verses 1 through 5, and the final sentence of verse 6, what is the issue that Jesus and his disciples are discussing?  

Jesus says he is “the way.”  Do you agree or disagree with C. S. Lewis’ description of what Christianity claims:

Being a Christian does mean thinking that, where Christianity differs from other religions, Christianity is right and they are wrong.  As in arithmetic—there is only one right answer to a sum, and all other answers are wrong; but some of the wrong answers are much nearer being right than others.

The sermon made the observation that Jesus lived in a world of competing belief systems.  Around the Mediterranean rim there were hundreds of religions all claiming to be true.  Further, when Jesus said he was the unique Son of God and the only way to the Father, only a small fraction of 1% of the world’s population would have believed in him.  How might that help us think through our belief in Christ in the face of a world where many choose not to believe?

Jesus also says he is “the truth.”  How would you respond to the following statements:

· It doesn’t matter what anyone believes as long as he/she is sincere.

· If Christianity works for you and makes you happy, that’s great; but it just doesn’t do much for me. 

· What really matters is that we follow Jesus’ example and are kind to others. 

Finally, Jesus says that he is “the life” (see John 10:10 for some of the implications of the life Jesus offers).  Susan Salladay wrote:

Some of us are brittle twisted branches on the trash heap of life.  Others—like [a] Gandhi—are lovely cut flowers, beautiful rosebuds among the thorns.  But the same destiny awaits us all.  The same uprootedness curses us.  Whether cut rose or broken branch, without roots, water and nutrition, we die.  The only people who will survive are those who have been joined to the one human being whose roots are deep in God.  

Salladay is referring, of course, to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Before leaving spend a few minutes thanking him for forgiveness, freedom from guilt, and the new life that only he can give us.    

